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Current global trends encourage the consideration of measures to develop small and micro 

businesses. The aim of the article is to develop a strategy for economic security of small and 
microenterprises, which will ensure the development of enterprises in the future. When 

conducting a study of the state of development of the small and microenterprise system in 
Ukraine, the method of statistical grouping, based on typological features and analytics, was 

used. To characterize economic security and highlight threats to development, the method of 

generalization and comparison was used. The paper studies the dynamics of the development of a 
small and microenterprise system of Ukraine. It was determined that during the period 2011-

2018 there was a decrease in the number of small and microenterprises by 17.5%. The above-
mentioned regulates the feasibility of developing a system of ensuring economic security, which 

will prevent a decrease in the number of enterprises of a small and micro business in the future. 

Business development experience shows that a proposed system must take into account the 
specifics of small and microenterprises. The study showed that the state of economic security is 

due to protection from a number of economic threats. In the conditions of a small and 

microenterprise, economic threats should be grouped according to the direction of their 
implementation. The article singles out the following threats: of innovation, competition, 

enterprise, finance and jurisprudence. In this regard, the economic security structure should 
provide for the neutralization of the negative consequences of the threats of the components: 

innovative security, competitive security, business security and financial and legal security. In 

order to neutralize the negative consequences of the implementation of threats to economic 
security, it is advisable to propose a partnership agreement strategy. The latter includes the 

development of partnership agreements in the areas of marketing, logistics, integration, legal and 
financial cooperation. 
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Сучасні світові тенденції спонукають до розгляду заходів щодо розвитку малого та мікро 
бізнесу. Метою статті є розробка стратегії економічної безпеки малих та мікропідприємств, 

що дозволить забезпечити розвиток вказаних підприємств у майбутньому. При виконанні до-
слідження стану розвитку системи малого та мікропідприємництва в Україні було викорис-

тано метод статистичного групування на основі типологічних ознак та аналітики. Задля ха-

рактеристики економічної безпеки та виокремлення загроз розвитку використано метод уза-
гальнення і порівняння. У роботі виконано дослідження динаміки розвитку системи малого 

та мікропідприємства в Україні. Виявлено, що протягом 2011-2018 рр. має місце зменшення 
кількості підприємств малого та мікро бізнесу на 17,5 %. Наведене регламентує доцільність 

розробки системи забезпечення економічної безпеки, яка дозволить упередити зниження 

кількості підприємств малого та мікро бізнесу у майбутньому.  Досвід розвитку бізнесу пока-
зує, що запропонована система має враховувати особливості діяльності малих та мікропід-

приємств. Дослідження показало, що стан економічної безпеки обумовлений захищеністю від 
низки економічних загроз. В умовах малого та мікропідприємства економічні загрози доціль-

но згрупувати в залежності від напряму їх реалізації. У статті запропоновано розглядати за-

грози наступного характеру: інновацій, конкуренції, підприємства, фінансів та юриспруден-
ції. У зв’язку із цим структура економічної безпеки повинна передбачати нейтралізацію нега-

тивних наслідків загроз складових: інноваційної безпеки, безпеки конкурентоспроможності, 
безпеки підприємництва та фінансово-юридичної безпеки. З метою нейтралізації негативних 

наслідків реалізації загроз економічної безпеки доцільно запропонувати стратегію партнер-

ських угод. Остання включає в себе розробку партнерських угод у напрямках: маркетингово-
го, логістичного, інтеграційного, юридичного та фінансового співробітництва.  

Ключові слова: стратегія, економічна безпека, загрози, мікропідприємства, бізнес, 
партнерство. 
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Современные мировые тенденции побуждают к рассмотрению мер по развитию малого и 

микро бизнеса. Целью статьи является разработка стратегии экономической безопасности 
малых и микропредприятий, что позволит обеспечить развитие предпринимательства в бу-

дущем. При выполнении исследования состояния развития системы малого и микропред-
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принимательства в Украине был использован метод статистического группирования на осно-

ве типологических признаков и аналитика. Для характеристики экономической безопасности 
и выделения угроз развитию использованы методы обобщения и сравнения. В работе выпол-

нено исследование динамики развития системы малого и микропредпринимательства в 

Украине. Определено, что в течение 2011-2018 гг. имеет место уменьшение количества пред-
приятий малого и микробизнеса на 17,5 %. Приведенные данные регламентирует целесооб-

разность разработки системы обеспечения экономической безопасности, которая позволит 
предотвратить уменьшение количества предприятий малого и микро бизнеса в будущем. 

Опыт развития бизнеса показывает, что предложенная система должна учитывать особенно-

сти деятельности малых и микропредприятий. Исследование показало, что состояние эконо-
мической безопасности обусловлено защищенностью от ряда экономических угроз. В услови-

ях малого и микропредприятия экономические угрозы целесообразно сгруппировать в зави-
симости от направления их реализации. В статье предложено рассматривать угрозы следую-

щего характера: инноваций, угрозы конкуренции и предпринимательства, а также финансов 

и юриспруденции. В связи с этим, структура экономической безопасности должна преду-
сматривать нейтрализацию негативных последствий реализации угроз: инновационной без-

опасности, безопасности конкурентоспособности, безопасности предпринимательства и фи-
нансово-юридической безопасности. С целью нейтрализации негативных последствий реали-

зации угроз экономической безопасности целесообразно предложить стратегию партнерских 

соглашений. Последняя включает в себя разработку партнерских связей по направлениям: 
маркетингового, логистического, интеграционного, юридического и финансового сотрудни-

чества. 
Ключевые слова: стратегия, экономическая безопасность, угрозы, микропредприятия, 

бизнес, партнерство. 

JEL Classіfіcatіon: D10; D21; L19. 
 

Problem statement. International experi-
ence indicates that most of the welfare of the 

state is contained in a developed system of 

small and microenterprises. In world practice, 
much attention is paid to the economic sup-

port of a small enterprise in terms of risk in-

surance and the development of a self-
financing system. For Ukrainian realities, it is 

important to provide both support and devel-
opment of a small and micro-enterprise sys-

tem. The state is trying to carry out its func-

tions effectively, but a lot of responsibility is 
put on the entrepreneur – an individual. 

It is important to develop modern scientific 
works in the context of determining the es-

sence of economic security in order to identify 

the features of ensuring the latter in small and 
microenterprises. 

Developing a small and micro business is 
always difficult, as there are a lot of threats on 

the way to success. Therefore, ensuring eco-

nomic security is important, it will take into 
account the characteristic threats of small and 

microenterprises. In turn, to prevent the nega-
tive consequences of the implementation of 

threats, it is necessary to consider strategies 

for ensuring economic security. 
Literature review. Considering the na-

tional and foreign methods of ensuring the 
economic security of enterprises, we can say 

that there are quite diverse approaches that 

use different sizes, indicators and categories. 
At the same time, some issues of assessment of 

economic security of enterprises have not been 
solved in the current conditions of economic 

activity. So, the issues of economic security 

threats assessment for small and microenter-
prises will not be sufficiently solved. 

Analysis of literary sources was performed 

for the period 2009-2019. Let’s start by con-
sidering the concept of ‘economic security’. Re-

searcher J. O. Zajac notes that the concept of 

‘economic security’ is appropriate to under-
stand the state of protection of business pro-

cesses from external and internal threats 
(Zajac, 2016). An interesting approach to de-

termining the essence and interpretation of 

economic security was proposed by a team of 
researchers N.K. Nazarov and I. A. Barannik 

(Nazarov & Barannik, 2019). Researchers sug-
gest that economic security should be under-

stood as the symbiosis of all potential enter-

prise opportunities in the direction of using the 
resources of the latter. The above approach al-

lows us to effectively perform all the functions 
of the enterprise from the point of view of its 

potential and neutralize the negative impact of 

economic threats both in external and internal 
environment. 

Researchers A. V. Arefieva and 
T. B. Kuzenko (Arefieva & Kuzenko, 2009), 

A. A. Kirichenko (Kirichenko and others, 2010) 

determine the economic security of an enter-
prise as the state of protection of the enterprise 

business processes from environmental 
threats. The economic meaning of this defini-

tion is defined through ensuring the competi-

tiveness and financial stability of the enter-
prise. 

Thoughts on the need to ensure economic 
security at the small and microenterprise level 

are reflected in Ion-France and Diamescu 
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(2012). Researchers note that comprehensive 

measures to ensure the economic security of a 
country affect the level of financial and eco-

nomic security of a person who is engaged in 

business (Ion-France & Diamescu, 2012). 
The Polish economist S. Efimovich Melev 

(Efimovich Melev, 2014) suggests that econom-
ic security means the totality of the state po-

tential abilities to ensure the stable develop-

ment of society and entrepreneurship with the 
prejudice of the emergence of external and in-

ternal threats. 
In terms of ensuring economic security, it 

is important to distinguish the essence of the 

concepts of risk and threat. The work of re-
searchers I. P. Mignus and S. M. Laptev 

(Mignus & Laptev, 2011) indicated that the 
concept of “risk” and “threat” cannot be equat-

ed. This is due to the fact that “risk” implies a 

negative impact on the efficiency of the enter-
prise. And, in turn, the “threat” provides for a 

separate event that has an impact on the en-
terprise. Both of these categories can have 

negative consequences both in the short and 

long term. 
O. V. Nusinova (2011) proposes to distrib-

ute threats to economic security to enterprise 
threats and economic threats to enterprise 

stakeholders. In turn, stakeholders are under-

stood as shareholders, debtors, investors, 
creditors and others. When considering a 

number of relevant threats, it is necessary to 

focus on negative events that can occur under 
the influence of these factors. However, the 

above approach does not take into account 
market threats and the technical and economic 

component of the enterprise. 

Consideration of the issue of identifying 
threats to economic security for small busi-

nesses is given in the work of the economists 
S. O. Tulchinskaya, T. P. Tkachenko and 

M. V. Grashchenko (Tulchinska, Tkachenko, & 

Grashchenko, 2017). Economists note that the 
main threats to the development of small en-

terprises should include threats of imperfect 
legislation, administrative barriers, underde-

veloped financial support system, lack of in-

formation support for enterprises and self-
financing tools. 

Research methodology. The aim of the 
paper is to determine the current state of de-

velopment of small and microenterprises in 

Ukraine and to develop a system for ensuring 
their economic security. The latter includes the 

main components that take into account the 
potential threats of small and micro business-

es. To prevent the negative consequences of 

threats, it is advisable to propose a strategy for 
ensuring economic security. 

Achieving the goal involves the following 
tasks: analysis of statistical information on the 

change in the number of small and microen-

terprises in Ukraine; the study of the essence 

of economic security with the identification of 
threats to the activities of small and microen-

terprises; development of an economic security 

structure that takes into account threats from 
small and microenterprises; development of 

proposals for a partnership agreement strategy 
to ensure economic security. 

In the course of the study, to identify the 

essence of economic security and develop its 
structure, the methodology of the system 

analysis was used. The study of replacing the 
number of small and microenterprises was car-

ried out using the methods of statistical group-

ing based on typological features, as well as 
methods of generalization, comparison and 

analytics. Information on the number of small 
and microenterprises in Ukraine was obtained 

from the official website of state statistics 

(Derzhkomstat, 2020). 
Main results. In order to identify the cur-

rent state of development of small and micro-
entrepreneurship in Ukraine, a study was con-

ducted on the dynamics of the number of a 

given group of business entities. The analysis 
was carried out over the past eight years, and 

the results of calculations, for clarity of presen-
tation of the material, are depicted in the his-

togram below.  

According to Fig. 1, in recent years, there 
has been a decrease in the number of small 

and microenterprise entities in Ukraine. 

So, in 2011 there was a decrease in the 
number of small enterprises by 22.3 %, and 

microenterprises by 23.11 % in relation to 
2010. Over the next year, negative dynamics 

persisted, but not to the same extent as in 

2011. According to the results of 2013-2015, 
there was an improvement in the situation. So, 

in 2013 the growth in the number of small 
enterprises amounted to 7.81 %, and 

microenterprises – 8.37 % compared to 2012. 

In 2014, there was a significant increase in 
the number of small and micro-enterprises by 

12.5 % and 13.6 % respectively. In 2015, the 
growth rate of the number of enterprises 

decreased, and in 2016, there was already a 

negative trend. 
The end of 2018 showed that the number 

of small and microenterprises was growing but 
not more than 1.5 % compared to the previous 

period. 

Summing up, we note that during 2011-
2018 the total number of small and micro 

businesses was falling within 17.5 %, which 
indicates a deterioration in the level of 

development of private entrepreneurship in 

Ukraine. The reason for this situation is the 
unsatisfactory state of the national economy 

and the great influence of political and 
legislative threats on the activities of 

enterprises. 
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Fig. 1. The growth rate of the number of small and  

microenterprises in 2011-2018 
Source: built by the author according to the data (State Statistics Service of Ukraine, 2020)  

 
Based on the foregoing, the development of 

small and microenterprises in Ukraine requires 

ensuring their economic security and 
developing proposals for a strategy. This will 

prevent the negative consequences of the 
implementation of a number of threats. 

To ensure the economic security of the 

enterprise, it is advisable to use the term 
‘threat’, because it involves the formation of a 

state of protection from possible dangers, 

namely from the events that negatively affect 
the state of the business entity. To ensure 

economic security, it is necessary to determine 
the components that reflect the conditions for 

preventing the occurrence of negative 

consequences on the development of the 
enterprise. 

The economic security structure should 
contain components that will neutralize the 

negative consequences of threats. Given the 

conditions for the development of small and 
microenterprises, an economic security 

structure has been formed (Fig. 2), which 
includes four components of economic 

security: innovative security, business 

security, safety of competitiveness and 
financial and legal security. We describe the 

features of each of the above components. 
According to Fig. 2, ensuring innovative 

security involves a number of threats 

associated with the non-use of innovative tools 
in the processes of product sales and 

advertising. By the latter one, we mean 
Internet resources, namely Facebook, 

Instagram, TikTok and YouTube. It is also 

necessary to say about the feasibility of 
establishing product sales through the Viber, 

Telegram and WhatsApp applications. For 
example, the Viber application has an 

interesting “Community” function, which 

allows you to establish high-quality contact 

with an individual customer. Using the above 
resources will allow small and micro 

businesses to conduct advertising campaigns 
and sell products without reference to the 

geography of the store, which means 

developing a customer base. 
Considering the safety of entrepreneur-

ship, we note that in most cases small and mi-

croenterprises operate under the supervision of 
an individual entrepreneur. Therefore, for suc-

cessful management, individual qualities of the 
person who owns the business are very im-

portant. Neutralization of unaware threats can 

be implemented by continuous improvement of 
the qualifications of an individual entrepreneur 

through training, seminars and courses. 
Competition safety implies the ability of an 

enterprise to achieve its goal, provided that 

there are a large number of competitors. In the 
conditions of small and microenterprises, the 

primary element of competitiveness is the for-
mation of a competitive advantage; it does not 

provide for dumping prices. Small and micro-

enterprises are less protected from possible 
threats, so the constant loss of competitive ad-

vantage is an everyday occurrence. The exist-
ing competitive advantage should be as flexible 

as possible, which will allow us to continuously 

improve it and adjust it to the competitive 
market. In turn, the above will provide a stable 

sales market. 
Financial and legal security involves pro-

tecting the company from threats to financial 

stability in connection with an insufficient level 
of self-financing, and, consequently, raising 

credit funds. In the conditions of small and mi-
cro-entrepreneurship, it is advisable to divide 
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the given component of economic security into 

financial and legal parts because successful 
resolution of financial issues depends on the 

legal knowledge of the head of business. 

The foregoing prompts reflection on a 
comprehensive development strategy for small 

and microenterprises. To do this, we propose to 
turn to partnership strategies. The latter in-

volves the conclusion of partnership contracts 

with enterprises that work effectively in various 
sectors of the economy. Fig. 2, showing com-

ponents of economic security, suggests the 

consideration of the following strategic part-
nership agreements: marketing, logistics, inte-

gration, legal and financial. The implementa-

tion of the proposed strategy will lead to the 
involvement of specialists in various fields of 

activity and the increase of the level of econom-
ic security. The latter is a reasonably possible 

synergistic effect from fruitful cooperation. 

 

 
Fig. 2. Components of economic security of small and microenterprises 

 
Conclusions. This study of the state of de-

velopment of the small and micro business 
system in Ukraine encourages the development 

of an economic security system. Hopefully, the 

latter will prevent a reduction in the size of the 
given group of enterprises in the future. The 

following conclusions are drawn based on the 
results of the study: 

1. In recent years, the number of small 

and microenterprises has been declining in 
Ukraine. The above occurs for reasons of state 

failure to stimulate the development of small 
and microenterprises. 

2. The essence of economic security in 

the context of small and microenterprises has 

been studied. It was determined that in ensur-

ing the latter it is necessary to take into ac-
count the following components: innovative se-

curity, competitive security, business security 

and financial and legal security. 
3. Based on the proposed structure of 

economic security, relevant threats have been 
identified and ways to neutralize them have 

been proposed. 

4. To prevent the negative consequences 
of the implementation of threats, it is proposed 

to use the strategy of partnership agreements. 
This will allow attracting enterprises of various 

orientations to cooperation and obtain a syner-

gistic effect in the future. 
 

Components of economic security of 

small and microenterprises 

Innovative security  

Security of competitiveness 

Business security 

Financial and legal security  

Related to non-use of innovative 
tools in processes: 

1) sales of products; 
2) advertising; 

3) organization of business 

processes.  
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s
 Related to a lack of level of: 

1) managerial qualities and 

skills; 
2) leadership qualities; 

3) sociability; 

4) the ability to negotiate.  

Loss related to: 

1) competitive advantage; 

2) sales markets; 
Related to: 

1) unfair competition in the 
market; 

2) inability to compete with large 

companies. 
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Related to a lack of level of: 

1) awareness of the legal aspects 

of business; 
2) change of legislation in terms 

of taxation; 
3) self-financing or raising 

funds. 
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